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A meeting of the Board of Environmental Protection was held on Thursday, September 12, 2013 at the 
Elks Lodge, 397 Civic Center Drive, Maine.  Robert Foley, Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:00 am 
with the following individuals present: 
 
 
Board:  Alvin Ahlers, Thomas Eastler, Robert Foley, Richard Gould, Susan Lessard, and James 

Parker.  Board member M. Wing Goodale was absent.   
    
    
Staff:  Heather Parent, DEP Policy Director 
   Jeffrey Crawford, Policy Development Specialist, Office of the Commissioner  
    
 
Others:  Patricia Aho, Commissioner 
   Peggy Bensinger, Assistant Attorney General 
   Cynthia Bertocci, BEP Executive Analyst 
   Ruth Ann Burke, BEP Clerk and Administrative Assistant 
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I. Departmental 

 
A. Commissioner’s Comments:  The Department has begun implementation of the 

municipal payback program for municipalities and regional groups that undertook landfill 
closure and remediation but that never received the required reimbursements from the 
State.  The law requires that such entities be reimbursed a certain percentage of the 
closure and remediation costs, but the State has not been able to meet that commitment 
due to a lack of funds.  However, two years ago, the Legislature enacted a law which 
levied a fee on construction demolition debris to generate revenue for this purpose.  The 
first checks issued under the reimbursement program (totaling $200,000) were issued this 
past summer to the City of Bath, Tri-Community Landfill which serves the Houlton area, 
Greenville, Caratunk and Presque Isle.  The state’s total obligation is more than $4 million 
dollars.  As other communities come into the program, they will be added to the list eligible 
for reimbursement of funds expended. 

 
B. Comments from the BEP Chair:  None. 
C. Executive Analyst Comments: None 

  D. Board Calendar:  Reviewed.    
  E. Departmental Orders / Applications Accepted for Processing: Reviewed 
  F. Executive Session: None 
   
 

II. Consent Agenda Items:    
 

1. BEP Meeting Minutes:  August 1, 2013 (approval) 
The Board voted (6-0-0-1) on a motion to approve the minutes for August 1, 2013 as 
presented.  

 
The vote was taken pursuant to 38 M.R.S. § 341-D.   
  Board members Alvin Ahlers, Thomas Eastler, Robert Foley, Richard Gould, 

Susan Lessard and James Parker voted to support the motion.  Board member 
M. Wing Goodale was absent. 

 
III. Regular Agenda Items:  

 
 

 1. Chapter 200 Metallic Mineral Exploration, Advanced Exploration and Mining – Draft Rule 
(post for public hearing) 

    Staff:  Jeff Crawford, Policy Development Specialist, Office of the Commissioner  
   
   Following staff presentation and discussion of the draft rule, the Board voted (6-0-0-1) on 

a motion by Board member Alhers and seconded by Board member Gould to post 
Chapter 200 Metallic Mineral Exploration, Advanced Exploration and Mining as presented, 
with minor clerical corrections, for a public hearing at a time and place to be determined 
by the Board Chair in consultation with staff.  The anticipated hearing date is October 17, 
2013. 

 
  The vote was taken pursuant to 38 M.R.S. § 341-H(1),  § 490-LL Maine Metallic Mineral 

Mining Act, and the Maine Administrative Procedure Act 5 M.R.S. § 8051 et seq. 
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 Board members Alvin Ahlers, Thomas Eastler, Robert Foley, Richard Gould, 
Susan Lessard, and James Parker voted to support the motion.  Board member 
M. Wing Goodale was absent. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(The meeting adjourned at approximately 11:00 a.m.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


